
Decmber 24, 1962 

bati from this being ths holiday 8eason. rtve had a ,ciistinct nosta&gia 
for some of our long-rgo aomunicationst mrtly this is the backwash of 8 
meeting I rttcand4d in London, in equal prrts the thinlcing along carrentl.y 
unfamtiiar lfnes T had to do in prqxring my paper and a conTrontation tith 
Iiuxley (Idulian) at the mating itself. Dnfortunately, ?uller had lu&ago and 
though scheduled oould not aoaet Bronowski ani Smnt-Gyorgy were about equaU.;r 
mbhievous; very hr~3.l.~, Srick was them too, m-4 in very good form. Huch of 
the time I felt that Huxley (Aldourr) maid have Aone better all by hi~tself than 
the pack of ua mt together, though he uould have had to resurrect his sensible 
crltician of the x)*8 and play down his more rucsnt noBspheric (a8 Julian wou&d 
now ml1 it) nonsense (as I do.) 

I don’t know whether to resent or ag7h~! hrvhrg taken this assignment; the 
whole symosiun! was pMbably a M.volous whim, as ~a8 my original acce~tanceI 
But I had not hitherto been thinking very moh about the technological crisis 
in biology and accordingly had no thought hov ill prepared we ware. Like most 
T had overlook& %E~ph#?nic8" -0 but you can bee this well enough from tha $xqMr. 

The erisi8 is not only a political one, but not unrelatedly, a DhilasophScal 
one. ?3ravs Nw World comes close enough to the mrk. ‘Qe point is the 
realisation, in respect of mny details, that mm is a mchine not only 
metaphysical 8bstract5On but as an er&neering program. ?~ssssecxi of this kind 
of wwer, it is more Important than ever that we have a dearer idsa what xan 
is for, ran 1 even before that, what 5-m is. I?y min quamel with TIuxley was on 
this point, that his brand of *rrcientific evolutionarjr !-1um8nism~ which pleads 
for hu?m wfulfiZlnentn as the basic ethical axiom, has no dsflnitlon of man. 
;ie was one of the first to mint out how pa.gch&mcfel evolutI.on has rsplaced 
biolo@cal, but he still ssems to cling to genetic cont:nuity (auk rather than 
conceptual) to defina tkie favored peoole. merb are other abaurdfties in 5: s 
position, partly covered up by the conrCusion between humanftarianism an3 this 
technical humanisn; and I hati to recar3 a pror"oun1 diaagreer?ent with his prppma 
to push a eugenical. progrm by bnmtiaing fsa! Huil.ey-equivalents as genotyrA.c 
sources i.n artifiaiol insemfnation -- mainly on considerati.ons of prioritjr an2 
common sense. 

b a short term basis, T would like to see r?C)re thoughtful insights than 
Audrey Yenen (Fig Tree; Shela) on the euphonic problem, so that some sort of 
mogra% can be put together f’or the sensible use of dangerous knowledge. mer 
a longer range, the definition of man does strike m 88 one of our crucisl 
problms -- T think we right not suf: et- too badly glvlmg way to c&qdMmx dolphins, 
cozputera mi extra-terrestrials, if this also helpp us cope with the other 
monster8 of our own creation. T sm not a%% at all ur3a~~sthetA.c to Vemors~ 
aqxvach (“AI& You Shari Know Tkemnl, Tf f my approach ,'ou as a professor of 
literary criticisn, what would you rwKo:nnens.I to me by way of treatments of 
th3.s CroNem, &ix! crit$ques of the treatments, and so forth? Md Capek can It 
Off t.00 W8u? 



I havenlt thought much about technical metaphysics for years (like ‘mst 
scitmtists) snd am not too vain to show how rusty I am, You nay see a thread 
of this in the paper: more and more I am impressed by the extent to whf.ch 
Science is a social. phenomenon rather than one of private insight. We long 
ago gave up trying to assimilate all that was already (i.e. socially)*known~, 
and yet still make great efforts to augwnt that legacy. Thfs would incline 
me to answer Descartes n I think, therefore someone has taught me how to 
speak, formulate abstract concepts, experienes verbal imagery; i.e., T think, 
therefore there is a tradition of thfnking to which T am a party and hefr. 
Sure1 ,y the one common ground of all philosophy is verbal expression, and I 
am surprised (not to be aware) more has not been made of this as an alternative 
to eclscticlsm. /To whom would you direct me for the develops& of this theme 
of- what shall I call it - cultural idealism t that reality fs not a private 
idea but the idea of my cultural trad1tAon,from which T learn ail. the means of 
knowledge. Fut another way, reality i$ the rule of communxlcation within a 
culture, (in preciwly the same sense that it we Berkeleyts individual idea.)/ 

Do you 8ver have any oocaaion to -id&t tne West Coast? I hope we might 988 
you here sartltrtlme, I am dappratelj tryA.ng to cut down on my trPpping, but If 
some ocoasion Aoes intersect M.la&elphia, it till be fun to look in on you; anA 
1 am hoping k, meetymrtifetoo. 

Some of my old relends have been alarmed at seeing me; I hope pu won't be- 
having lost ahost 100 pounds of sur+~ avoirdupois, quite voluntarily, I luil 
amused often not to be recognieed. Welghtwlae, this also sends me back to 
the earliest da:,s of our youthful friendship, 

All best wishes, and happy new year too 

Joshua Lsderberg 

P.S. Does the expression Veehl.ve World" convey anything to 
you? 

P.P,S. If you watt to collect answers to all my questions, Ttll never hear 
from you , 

I&i. Md you publ'lsh your Witian LewTs opus? 

th% social traditi.Qn. 


